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Structure Lesson 8. Adverbs: Formation; Comparison; Position

FORMATION OF ADVERBS FROM ADJECTIVES

a¢. To form the adverb, -ment is added to the masculine singular of an adjective that ends in a

vowel
autre: autremens, otherwise utile: utilerrens, usefully
poli: polimens, politely wTai: vraimeend, truly
b, If the masculine singular of the adjective ends in o consonant, -ment is added to the feminine
simpular,
affreux; affreusemens, (rightfully franc: framchement, frnkly
amer: amrerement, bitterly secrel: secretoments, seoretly
doux: doucenrent, gently seul: seslement, anly
fou; folfemerr, madhy tel: relferment, in such a manner, 30

2. A few adjectives change mute e to & before adding -ment.

aveugle: aveuglédment, blindly précis: précisément, exactly
énorme: enormeément, enormously profond: profondément, deeply

d. Adjectives ending in -ant and -ent have adverbs ending in -amment and -emment.

constant: constarymens, constantly fréquent: fréquemirment, frequently
évident: évidermmens, evidently récent: récemmrent, recently

Exception—Ilent: lentement, slowly

e A few adjectives are wsed in the masculine singular in certain fixed expressions.

bas: parler bas, to speak low cher: payer cher, Lo pay (for) dearly
haut: parler haur, to speak loud droit: aller drnit, to go straight

bon: sentir bon, to smell good dur: travailler dur, 10 work hand

Ne parler pas si hani. Don’t speak 0 loud.

Ces roses sentent bon. These roses smell good.

[ As & substitute for an adverb, or where no adverb exists, French often uses the expressions
d'une fagon or d'une maniére with a modifying adjective,

Elle 3 parlé d ‘une fagon charmante, She spoke charmingly.
11 agit o ‘wme manidre intelligente. He acts intelligently.

OTHER COMMON ADVERBS

allleurs, elsewhere ausshion, immediately davanitage, more

ained, thus, so autant, as much dedans, inside

alors, then autrefois, formerly dehors, outside

iprés, afterwards beaucoup, much deja, already

wer, enough, quite bien, well, very demain, tomorrow

aujourd hui, today bientdt, soon encore, still, yet, again

suparavant, before cependant, meanwhile enfin, at last

aassi, also, too COmImE, a5 ensemble, together
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ensuite, then, afterwards miins. less
environ, about parfois, sometimes
EX[Tes, 0N PUrpose partout, every where

fort, very pew, little

hier, yesterday peuat-#tre, perhaps, mayhbe
ici, here plus, more

I3, there plutdr, rather

loin, far prés, near

longtemps, a long tme presque, almost
maintenant, now piiks, then

mal, badly quelguefois, sometimes
méme, ¢ven s, &0

COMPARISON OF ADVERBS

souvent, often
surtout, espocially
tant, s0 much

tard, late

161, s00n

toujours; always, still
tout, guite, entirely
trés, very

trop, too, oo much
vite, quickly
volonters, willingly

Adverbs are compared like adjectives. except that the article in the superlative is always e,

I POSITIVE fiérement, prowdly

COMPARATIVE

SUPERLATIVE

plux Titrement (gue), more proudly (than)
moiny fitrement (gue), less proudly (than), not so proudly (as)
augsf fitrement (gue), as proudly (as)

le plus fitrement, (the) most proudly
Ie maoins fitrement, (the) least proudly

A few adverbs have mregular comparsons

POSITIVE | COMPARATIVE SUPERLATIVE
bien, well mileux, better fe muierx, (the) best
mal, badly plis mal } le phus mal )

i WSS le pis (the) worst
beaucoup, much plus, more le plus, (the) most
peu, little muoins, less le maoins, (the) least

Nore

1. Some English adverbs have the same form as the comesponding adjectives: beiter, best, worse,
warst, lirtle. In transiating into French, it is important to distinguish between the adjective

and the adwverh.

Mon cahier n'est pas mrefillenr que le vhore, My notebook is not better than yvours.

Vious liser milewy que moi.

LE

Before numerals, ftham is expressed by de,
Mous avons dépensé plus de cent francs.

You read better than 1,

We spent more than a hundred francs.
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3. Most, in the sense of very, extremely, is often translated by the adverblal expression on ne
peut plus.

Cette histoire est on ne penf plus This story 15 most interesting.
inkéressante

POSITION OF ADVERBS
An adverh modifying a verb in a simple tense is usually ploced directly after that verb
I prononce disfincrement ses paroles. He pronounces his words distinetly.

In compound tenses, the position of the adverb varies. Most adverbs, especially long ones
and adverbs of time and place, generally follow the past participle. A few common ones; such as
bien, mal, souvent, toujours, déja, and encore, as well s the adverbs of quantity, usually preceds
the past participle.

Le médecin est venu imerédiarement hier, The doctor came immediately yesterday
Nous svions beaueoup dormi ce jour-i, We had slept a great deal that day.
EXERCICES

A. Ajouter 4 chaque phrase adverbe qui correspond A Padjectif entre purenthéses:
Exemple: (probable) La lune est pleine ce soir
La lune est probablement pleine oz soir.

1. (lranc) Ce navigateur ¢cnl ses impressions de vovage.

2. (récent) Je ne I'ai pas voe.

3. (tel) Les muscles de ses bras sont gros!

4. (profond} On avait examiné toutes les possibilités avant Ia décision.

5. (lou) Est-ce que toutes les feunes filles aiment ce chanteur?

6. (mauvais) L'étudiant a compris les explications du professur.

T. (affreux)  Qu'as-tu? Tu es pdle!
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5. (complet)

Les vignes svaient élé ruinées pur s tempéte

9. (précis) N'a-t-on pas mesuré la distance de la terre au saleil?
10. (doux) Le sair, la paix descendait sur les champs.

11. [(facile)

12, (constant)

13. {(amer)

Ce savant comprend nos problémes les plus compliqués.

Sur les routes, un cycliste doit étre alerte

Les habitanis du quartier se plalpnaient du bruit des avions.

14, (vra) C'est dommage que la neige se soit arrétée.
15. (sec) Le candidat & répondu oux questions du journal iste,

B. Donner le contraire de:

1. beaucoup

=

dedans et

raremieml oo oo
B B e e
rapidement

lé moins

ol o e N

tristement

Daonner un synonyme de:

8. puis R TS ey
o mEesithr 00 o .

10. davantage — ____________________
11. rapkdement oo . - : .
12, tres

13. souvent L e

14. parfois T A e
15. d'une maniéne

cruelle e
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