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LESSON 26
Seriptwre Pagsage:  Luke T:1:07; Matthew 8:5-13
BACKGROUND AND INTRODUCTION

In O0d Testament Limos, only the people of lael were Goid's choden aned o aalvation. People
fram all the other nations were heathen idol-worshippers and were called unelean by the kraelites
That was Gods plan for Old Testament times; but now the New Testament times had come and
desun had begun ta teach that God's salvation would be spread out for people from all nalions,

Thit waz hard for hoth the Jews and the Gentiled (o understand, Owr letgon will tell more aboil i,

LESSON MATERIAL

Immediately after the sermon on the mount, Jesus hoaled the centurion’s servand and raised the
widow's son at Nain.

1. HEALING THE CENTURION'G SERVANT

w,  This cendurion, caplain of 100 Koman soldiers, was prohably stationed in Capernaom
(sew Luke T:1% Althowgh he wns & Gentile, be did not love their idols. His hearl
was in lirael. e loved i people and spent bz money to build & synsgogue in
Capernaum. e also must kave hesrd about the wonders Jesus spoke and did,

. Matthew tells that he ashed Jesus o come and heal his servant, who wos in great
pain. Luke explains thal the conturion himsell did pol come, bul send nessenpors
to ask Jesix, The centurion kaow that there waz a divison bolween the Jews and
the Gentiles, He did nol know that Jeus woudd heal that division. He wis too
humble 2nd afraid o0 come himszelf: but he loved his servant =0 much e senl some
Jews to ask Jesus the gquestion. The Jews thowght the cemturion was o good man,
and begeed Jesus to come, ves. 4, 5,

€. Jesus wend with the messengers., Before they arrived, the conturion had secoml thouphis,
It seemesd Lo him that he was asking oo bold 2 questbon of Jesus. How could ho acgk
the Loed io come to o Gentile bouse? Tt was wofil, unclean acconding to Jewish rules
How could e ask the King of loael (o speak to anyone 30 wnworthy as he? e was
a Roman, o sinner, no! good encuph te stand pext 0o Jegus,  The centurion thought
0 little of hieseld that he sent friends the second Ume, oo, instead of coming himsed

d,  Those friends epoke o most boautifol messnge from the centorion to Josus, The con-
turion believed in the word of Jeus, He knew that word had power, the pawer of
the Jiving God, I Jesus ssid the werd, the servant would be betier, The renturion
explained that in the Homan army he was important, e had authority 1o command
hit soldiers to obey, ve. B; and he made his suthority to be o little picture of Josus®
greal authority to command the spirit of healine 1o eome aver his gervanl,

. Jesus was amazed that He found such great faith in a Gendile, grimter faith than He
had foumd in lsrael. The coenturion had faith, not only that Jesus” woed of power
would heal his sereant, bul that Jesus” word of salvation would save himg for Jesus
gaid (Mate, B:11) that many (Centilez) shall st with Abrabham and lsase and Jacob
in the kingdom of heaven. The cenlurion was one of them, Each of ut is one of
them, tow. Then Jesus spoke His word and the servant was healed the same hour.

2. RAISING TIHE WIDOW'S S0N

i. The next day Jesus went fo the village of MNain, in the soulh part of Gahlee (use map)
It i the only lime Nan & menlioned in Seripluse. With Hiz disciples and the throag
of people 1 were following Him, Jesus mel a Tunerdd procession beaving the village
gl the gate. The dead were alwavs buricd ouvlgide the gales of citics in [eecl.
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h., Thiz mesting of the “much people™ of the procesion amld the “much peopde™ that
foflowed Jesus did mof just happen, God, in Hig wise eownell (plan) in clornity had
willed this meeting to take place, 20 that Jesus might show Tls power in a special
way to many people,

e A voung man, the only son of a4 widow, had died., She had probabdy had to strogele
to bring him up slone after his father died, and now she could mo! depend on him
g help her as she grew older. 1t was n sad death. The Bible ofien speaks of Lhe
special sadness of an only son dying. OF. Jer. 6:26; Bech. 12:10. Many people were

maourning with her,

d. Jesus knew her sadness and said, “Weep aot”™ Those two woerds were [ull of pawor,
for Jesws was going to take the couse of her sdpess away. He touched the apen
wicker coflin that was used in those days and the pall-bearees stood siill, A sudden
silence must have come over the crowd; and Jesus sid, “Young man, 1 say unto thee,
Arige.” v 14, The young man st up and spoke,

. What greal joyv his mother must have had in ber soul to have hir son back; end how
amazed the crowds of peaple were! The womler of God's prace that Mashed down at
Main made them fear, for they saw with their own eves the might and holiness of
God. It made them glorify God, for they knoew that it was performed by His power,
ve, 16,

[. We understand more than those muoltiiudes did. We know that the voung man had
to dig again, for Jesus had broughl him back to this carth, not (o heaven, Why did
Jegus perform this mizacle? To show that He lruly was Immanuwe], God with man:
to show thal He & life; to show that He has power over death, Compare the eaiging
of this young man with the rasiog of the dead by the Old Testament prophets,
Elijal and Elisha, | Kings 17:19.22: [ Kings 4:34-37, They prayed, siretched them-
selves ower the dead hodies, and begred Cod to give life, They had no power in thems
selves,  Jesus ook the vounp man's band ond gave him life, oud of Himself, Tha i
the signe of the wonder: the den of raising all He people from the power of 2in and
of desth and the grave that sin brings with it, and bringing them to heaven, pure amd
holy. For He & the Hesurrection,

MINT TO REMEMBER

The apostle John was bere at Main. He saw the God of life and death speaking through
a human body, and He saw His power over gn anc death. He was so amazed by that
wonrder $hat he later wrote: ““we have seen with our eves, we hove looked vpon, and
cur honds have handled the Word of life,”" Ewvery time we cpen 1l Dook, we, ton, are
amazed by the wonders of our Word of life.

MEMORY WORK
“That which was from the boginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eves,
which we have looked upon, and our hunds hove handled, of the Word of [, . declase we
untn vou,” 1 .Jahn 1:1, 3a

RESOURCE MATERIAL
Teench, R.C., Noles on Phe Porables and Miocles, pp. 173-158; 1B7-190,
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