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QUESTION 20

Cuestian 20 Did God leave all mankind to perish in the
estate of sin and misary?

Answes God having, out of His mere good pleasure,
from all eternity, elected some to everlast-
ing life,” did enter into a covenant of grace,
to delivar them out of the estate of sin and
misery, and to bring them into an estate of
salvation by a Redeemer?

1 Astordng as he hath chosen us in Fem befoep the foundatinn of the
werld (Eph, 1)

L Mt moed thie rghipousiies of God wathoud 1he i o mandested, bt
witnested by the Law and the propharts ewen the Hghteoumness of God
wiich s oy farth of Jetis Cheist unto all and weon ol tham that blisse

Mam. §11=J4

¢ have thu far trmeed the history of man from the state of
RGCEnCy (5o "l-["r;‘-rw'ih Al mnowhich he was created, to
thie state of sin and misesy, (ot which be f=210 With s

question of the Catechizm we begin bo see unfolded before s the
wondertul account of God's mercy to sinners. Here we see how He
birings them ot of the estate of v snd mbsery, and o the atite of
sabeation

ELECTION

1L i of Gad's merey o groce aloing thut iere i s way of ey for
anfol mon. 11 ix also by Gody power alone that dinful men are en-
abled to maks cscape from the sstate of sim and misery, Thus we come
I whial Reformmed Chrtstlams wanlly call thie docteine of Caxd's tm-
enmditional (or omimerited) eleetiorn. This doctrine toaches (13 that

i
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Qiestian 20

Ciod lhas chosen out of the tota] umber
of lost men, a certain portion (o, tuin-
ber} to:be saved: (2} thut Gaod does: not
choose these posons becane of anvthing
_l_:r-c-:l in them. Cod's election s umenmdi-
tiomal hecame He does wot lind some
condition in e elect thal He does:not
find in the non-elect; 13) that God s
chosen these people to be saved through
Jesns Christ alone, They canmot be zved,
mother words, except by being—in due time — broagh) to' Cheisl, jus-
tificd, aclopted. cte; (4) and that this opconditional election was made
frorn all elermily. Lis oblier waords, it ulwuln was God's prrpose b save
fiese personis—oven befoe they were bam, ves, even before the
workd itself was created.

We canmat llustrate all of thewe poiots. Butiwe e see the prn-
sipal emphesive m' figore 131

All tovs sre equal. One is no better than the other, None desérves
fo be chosen by Shorty mone than the otherst Why then does Sharty
say, “Tll take this one?™ The reason cannot be found in'the toys, since
there b no difference between theor The conditbon of one was fus|
the-same ss the comdition of the otherl The reason for choosing “this
one” ralber than “that one,” then, must be found entively in Shorty.
This illustrates whiit we mean when wesay that God's election 1s:une
cotiditional We simply mean that the resson for God's choosing this
way, dieel oot dhat oran, & oot i e, Bt s Cod only,

A HATED DOCTRINE

There id ne doctrine that Tus been mnre hated by sinful mien. And
vebymeither i there any doctine: more clemiy taught in Senpture
The Bible savs that God “hath chosen ns i him befare the foundas
tion of the wirhd hacing predestinated us unto the adoption of
children - " (Eph 1545} The very word “predestinate” simply
mears to determine beforehnnd the desting of 2 peron; “Ye Tuve nol
choser e, said Tosus to His disciples, "t | have chosen you™ {lohn
15:16). Aosaine with even the least knowledse of the Bible will eee-
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tamly realize the mupertance of this tuth! “Your Bthers dwelt on the
alher dide of the flood in dld Hme,” sald Joshia o the heseliie, “oen
Temsh, the father of Abmham, and the father of Nachon and they
served other gads. And | took your Father Abrahaw . . " (Josh. Z#:2-3),
“The Lo thy God hath ¢hosen thee 1o be a wpecial people unto him-
welf? saied Money, “abxve ull the people that ate upon/the fuce of the
earth” {Deyl. 7:6). Bven when we come 1o what the Scriptire sy
about those who were. and were not, truc belicvers within the nation
of tmel; it 1 the sine. “lsael hath not obtmmesd that which he
seeketh for, bt the electin hath obtained i, and the et were
blinded” (Rom. 11:7). "Even 30,” savs Paul, speaking of himselfl and
others who had believed in the Lood Jesus Chent, while many Jewa
had rejectesd him, “then at this present bme also there 15 2 rennant

seconding to the clection ol grace™ {Roma 11:5)

WARNIMNGS AGAINST MISUNDERSTANDING

e question thit alwiys arises in onr minds as we think aboul
thin doctrine of unconditional election i this why has God chosen
this man and not that man? Or in other words # seemis to sinful men
an i tha wene ot quite: furt Bt the toath is that all men deseoe
damnation. And if all men deserve dammation, it cannot possibly be
“unfuir” if they get what they desenve! God dos 1o wiong o o
when He gives some men the punishiment they deserve, while giving
others the mercy they do not deserve. “1s- it net binfud for me to do
what | will with miine own? Is thine eye evil, hecause | am goad?™ wan
Jesus (Mt 20015, It is wicked to complain againist God when He
gives some men what they deserve. Another gquestion that ivises iy this;
the dectrine of nnconditional election seems 1o make salvation comy
pletehy “automatic ™ ln other words, as some say, "IE God has dlinen
mie |6 be wnval, then | will be saved s matter what Ldo.” This i a
commeon reaction among sinness. But it i entircly wiong, For when
people think of clection in this way,, they do nel think comectly, The
Bible does mot teack that men will ht saved “aitomnatically.” It does
nol besch test men will be wved “no natter whal they do.” The Bible
teaches that God has “chosen. v in him” that is, in Christ. God has
chosen men for & certamn destiny, yes; but He haa also chosen them
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Questivn X

for & cevtain relationship which leads to that .end. As: Paul sy
"Whom be did predestinate, thon he abo called: and whom he
called, them bie alws justified: and whom be fustified, them he ale
ghorified " (Reun 8:30) I oo Catechisny studies we will presently 2o
on b nee bow Godd's eloct aro brought, step by step, totheir appointed
destimy. Buit here we simply’ need to see the fact that this ides of be
fuge waved “niocmatter whst we do™ B a Bilse deal 1 0 tanis elect, i
does matter what he doex For he must repent of his sin. believe an
the Lord Jesus Gl anid be saved acconliog to His plan,

It for thivreasem that the Catechinn speaks of the elect =5 being
saved o the “coverant of grace.” In Jeson 10 we comdidered the
“covenant of life,” or (ax 1t v abio designaked) “the covenant of worke™
There we saow quite clewrly that mo mamn was “automatically” kost, No
. h:uuﬁ:: 1 an extale (‘Ill'r A ..mll kY fur N peRson, ;!.ul
withodt-amy regard 1o anything el Rather did vie see that all men
who are beought into the estate of sin and misery were beought into
that oitate because they were created i wron withy Adam, and bes
canse they sinned in Adar and fell with hiny in his flest transgression,
S it e willi e second covenant. For just s Coxd ongirially dealt with
il men through Adam, the representatioe head of the whole hurman
mace, wi the covenunt of life; so God now dealy with His ¢lect people
Hhrough Jevus Chaig, the sepresentative head of the new mee of God's
people, in the covenanl of grce. Looking at the matter this way: (1)
the partics in the covenant of grace are the Fither and the Son (s a
representative: person); (2) the condition of this covenant = that
Chrnt {by panteking of haman satore) A1 sl the demands of the
Low i order-to receive the promise of life 1o give 1o His people; and
(34 promise of the Pither is o grant etemal Nife toull those repe:
serited by Jesus Ghrist. 1k w onky i union with Chnt, therghore, that
anry benefity are goven o anfol men Aud this weesns thet ne ene can
possibly seceive mny benefits unless he repenls, believes, die, (except,
of comese in the cise of infanksor insane persons),

Another reaction s commonly observed, Feople say, I8 am mot
chected then theee b nothing that Lcan do about i, no matier how
muich | might want o be wrved ™ The I'J:ul.lgl'l.l bt it theit o coudd
warit to be sved and that God would net want lom saved, or that a
pie could. be willing to-come to Chnst but that He would not be
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willing bo receave him i he did come. This does secim logieal to the lu-
tvian tovind, darkensd by gin as it i Bul we canbe suse from the teachs
ing af the Bible that things are not what they scem to man’s sinful
rmndl Asa matter of fact the Bible ¢learly teches that (a) no mans wants
b b saved i the sy that God requires, unless and antil God gives o
fiew’ heart: "Th;.* peopleshall be willing.” s the Psalmist, “in the diy
ol thy power” (Ps. V1E3), (b} The Bible alwo teaches that no pum who
wants 0 be swved in/'God's Wiy —whiis wliiutg o coume by Chirist, in
ather words— il bse loal. And () Die Bible ulso leaches tiat those whio
e not want o be saved by coming 1o Chingt in repentance and fanh
are wholly fo blame for this fact. 'They cunmot sy they are anwalling o
cone beesuse Clod did nol elect them. No, the umwillingness is eny

tirely dire to their own sinful preference for not eoming to Him.

The doctrme of viconditional‘élection s awe-inspining. It s mvs-
tenous (we cannot fully understand all that s mvebed ) Bist the e
pottait li'iin.g to redlize 35 that this is what the Bible leaches; L:-Dli has
eluodens some e, bl not others. And He lus dome this withesul soy
injustice. He has done thisso that there will be two, and only bvo re-
sults: O the one hand there will be some who are saved. And when
they ik baat reach heaver they will say this= =] owe it all to Cod. | el
not deserve this: But God chose me, and b0 lim alone be the praisa.”
Bt on the other hand, there will be othess who are lost. And when
they at last veach their sad destination they will only e able to =y
this “It b all my own Eult | deserve this. 1 deserved it because |
sined to Adam aid fell with him, But | sl deserve it cven inore be-
cause [ did not want to-come to Christ in true repentance and faith:
I did mot chopse Chst, and to me alone be the blame™ 1 s only
when we soe these two thing —on the one band, no ground to boast
(nol event one litle thine of self): arud on the other hand, oo groond
tocotnplain —thet we can begin to nndentand the importance and
wonder of this doctrine, And, as far as any pessonal, difficultics arc
concemed, let us ilways put this trath fiest— i we really wan to be
sived im Cod's way, then we niced vot fear— "give diligenoe to make
vour calling and-election sure.” says Peter, “for ifve do these things;
ve shall mever falk: for w0 sn entrance shall be ministered imta you
abundantly into the everasting kingdom of onr Lord ansd Saviour Je-

‘ains (Clhnsk”™ (2 Peter Li=11).
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Hoerliom 2

REVIEW  LHCESTHANS

b |
il
11

Cive o clear statement of wihal b prewnd by “iiosd o] eloction
Why b Cood cheeens the peteoris He has chasen?
When taas Gad vhonen them?

What are thi truths conceming this docmne shown in figam 1517

b iy doctrine plamnly taught m Sonplise? 1w, where! Give an oo

J‘-lllil!l

b umcomditiona. election unbet b theres sho s nat clected? Win?

Do elechmn make abvition “mtomatically cemtain” for the elect?

Whe?
How iz the clevt saved?
What are sorrse of the thingy that the elect will certiinly do”

Whe it the clect come to Chinsf?

11, Can all who want to be saved be saved T Explum

(%

What two great tratha does this doctme hedp o o we?
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