Literature sample from CHC Reader’s Guide — Odyssey

child of morning, rosy fingered Dawn, appeared...” This
elegance of expression gppearsthroughout thework.

Book 9

Books9-12 are aflashback to the adventures of Odysseus
fromthe end of the Trojan War until he cameto Calypso’sldand,
wherewefirst found himin Book 5. The hero doesn't resumehis
arduousjourney back to Ithacauntil Book 13.

1. Whowerethefirst peoplethat Odysseusand hismen
encountered after they set forth from their homeland?

Answer: They cameon the Cicones, dliesof the Trojans.
Odysseusand hisarmy sacked their cities. Hiscrew wanted to
remain and gorgeon thefat cattle of the Cicones.

2. What istheimportance of the L otus-eatersand their fate?

Answer: Thisisaform of utopian culture. Men haveaways
dreamed of the elimination of violenceand war. They wishto have
thisliberty without the sovereign claimsof Jesus Christ Whoisthe
Prince of Peace. TheL otus-eatershad acompletely bland exist-
ence. They weremuch likethe Phaeacians.

3. Who werethe Cyclopes?

Answer: TheCyclopeswerebrutal, one-eyed barbarians
who cultivated no cropsand had no law structure. Because of their
lawlessnessthey had no civil assemblies.

4. What did Odysseusand hismen do in order to subdue
Polyphemus, theangry Cyclopes?

Answer: After the Cyclopeshad eaten severa of themen,
when he had returned to hiscave, they gavethe brutethe strong
winethat had been brought. When Odysseushad lured himintoa
deep deep, they pierced the Cyclope ssingleeyewithasharp
stick. Thus, they were ableto escape and sail away to new adven-
tures.
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