Literature sample from Odyssey

BOOK IX

Odyrsens now tells kis mame and beging the long chronicle
of his adventures snce Leaving Troy. With twelve thips ke
saflaid firse to limarus, where he sacked & city. Thenee he
wes driven by lempests to the faraff Land of the Lotus-eaters.
Setiing safl again, ke reached the land of the Cyclopes.
Trapped in the cave of the mansier Polyphemus, Odyssens
awd six of hix men escaped through a clever seratagens, bus
six others were hifled,

ND ODYSSFLIS ANSWERED, *KING ALCINOUS, I'T

s a good thing to bear & bard with sch o divine voice

this man has. There Is nothing better of more delightin

than when o whole people make merry together, with the guests

sitting ordésly to Hmen, while doe wable is loaded with bread and

meatd, arel the cup-bearee doaws wine and flls his cup For every

mamn. This It indeed as falr a sight as a man ean see, Now, however,

since you are inclined to ask the stary of my sorrows, and rekindle

wy own sad memories in respect of them, T do noe know bow to

begin, nor yet bow to continue and canclude my tale, for the hand of
tieawen hat been laid hearily upom me.
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“Firstly, then, [ will tell you my name that you too may Loow i,
und one duy, if | outlive this time of sorrow, may become my guests
though 1 live 30 far away from all of you. | am Odysscus son of
Lacttes, renowned among mankind for all manner of subslety, so
that my fame ascends to heaven. I live in Ithaca, where there ks a
high mountain called Neritum, covered with foress, and not far
from Ft there & a group of ifdands very near 1o one another—Dha-
lichiutn, Same, and the wooded islind of Zacynthus. It lies squat
on the horizon, all highest up in the sca towards the sunsct, while the
others lie away from it towards davwn. It is o rageed baland, bu it
breeds beave men, snd my eyes know none that they beiter love to
Jook upon. The goddess Calypso kepe me with her in her cave, and
wanted me to marry her, os did also the cunning Acscan goddess
Ciree; but they could neither of them permude me, for there is noth-
Ing deater to & man than his own country snd his parents, and how-
ever splendid & home he may have in a foreign country, if it be far
from father ar mother, he docs not care about . Now, however, [
will gell you of the many hazardous sdventures which by Zeus' will
I met with on my return from Troy.

“When I had set sail thence the wind took me first 10 lsmanus,
which is the city of the Cicones. ‘There 1 sacked the town and put
the people to the sword. We wok their wives snd aho much Loy,
which we divided equitsbly smongst us, 5o that none might have
resson 1o complain. 1 then sid that we lisd better make off ot once,
bt my men very foolishly would not obey me, 30 they stayed there
drinking much wine and killing grest nusmbers of dioep and oxen oa
the seashore. Mesnwhile 1he Cicones cried cut for belp 1o other
Cicones who lived inkind. These were more in number, and stronger,
and they wese more skilled In the s of war, for they could hight,
either from charioes or on foot as the secesion servedd. In the morning,
therefore, they came as thick &1 leaves and bloom in summer, and
the hand of beaven was sgainst us, 5o that we were hard pressed.
They set the battle in array near the ships, snd the hos aimed theic
bironze-shod spears az one another. So long as the day wined and it
was stlll morning, we held our own agnin than, theugh they wera
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more In number than we; but as the smun went down, towards the
time when men loose their axen, the Cicones got the better of us, and
we lost half a dezen men From every ship we hady wo we got owasy
with those that wese left.

“*Thence we sailed onward with somow &n our hears, but glad o
have escaped: death though we had lost our comrades, nor did we
lesve till we had thrice invoked each one of the poor fellows who
had perfthied by the hands of the Cicones. Then Zeus raised the
north wind against us il it blew a humicane, so that lind and sky
were hidden in thick dlouds, snd night sprang forh out of the
hesvens. We let the ships mun before the gale, but the force of the
wind tore our sils to tatters, so we tock them down for fear of ship-
wreck, and roweid our handest towards the lind. There we lay two
days and ewo mights suffering much alike from toil and diseress of
mhﬁd’,hﬂ'ﬂhlﬁlm!hﬂd‘lﬁtlﬁh‘d*r“ again ruised] cuir maes,
set sail, and took ous places, letting the wind and seersmen direct
our ship. T shoubd have got hiome at that time unharmed had not the
north wind and the currents been against me as T wis doubling Cape
Males, and set me off my course hurd by the lsland of Cythers.

*I woas driven thence by foul winds for 8 spce of nine deys upm
the sen, but on the tenth day we reached the land of the Lotus-caten,
wha live on & food that comes from a kind of Bower, Here we landed
to take in fresh waser, and our crews got their middey mesl on the
ahore nesr the ships. When they had caten and diunk, [ sent two
of my company to we what manner of men the people of the place
n‘lﬂhﬂﬁqhﬂnﬂdmmﬂummw:
once and went about among the Lotus-caters, who did them ro bur,
bat gave them to eat of the lotus, which was so delicious that those
wha ate of It lefe off caring about home, and did not even want to
go back and say what had happened o them, but wese for staying
and munching lotus with the Locuscaters without thinking further
of their return, Nevertheless, though they wepe bimery I forced
ﬁmhhmhﬂpn&mﬂhhﬂmhﬁlmm
1 told the rest 10 go on board st once, lest any of them should taste
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of the lotas and leave off wanting to get home, 5o they 1ok thelr
places and smote the gray ses with their cars,

“We sailed henco, always in muoch dissress, 1ill we came to the
land of the lawles and inhuman Cyclopes. Now the Cyclopes neither
plant nor plow, but trit in providence, and Hve on such wheat,
barley, and grapes ap grow wild without any kind of rillage, and
their wild grapes yield them wine a5 the sun and the sain may grow
them. They have no lews o asesablics of the people, but live in
caves on the wops of high mountaing cach is lord 2nd master in his
ﬁuﬂf.lrﬂ&q‘uhmmnld’duhn#hu;

“Now off teir harbor there lies a wooded and femile land not
aquite close 1o the landl of the Cyclopes, but ol not far, It s overnun
with wild goats, that beeed there in great mumbers and are never
disturbed by foot of man. For spostmen—who a3 0 rule will suffer
0 much hardship in forest or among mountain precipices—do not
go these, nor yet agnin i it ever plowed or fed down, but it lies o
wilderness ntilled and uneown from year w0 year, and has no living
thing upon It but only goats. For the Cyelopes have no ships, not
yet shipwrights who could make ships for thom. They cannot thess
Eore go fros clty to city, or sail over the sea to ane anothier's country
a3 prople who have ships can do, If they biad had 1hese they would
bave colonized the island, For it is a vory good one, 2nd wouald yield
everything in due seasen. There are meadows that in some
wome right down 1w the seanbore, well watered and full of lusoo
grass; grapes would do there excellently; there ks bovel land for plow
ing, snd it would always yield heavily ar harvest time, for the soil
is docp. There is a good harbor where no cables are wanted, nor yet
anchors, nor need a ship be moored, but all dne has to do s to beach
one's vessel and stay there tll the wind becomes fair for putting out
1o gea again. At the hesd of the harbor there is a spring of cleur water
coming out of & cave, and there are poplars growing all sound it

“Hers we entered, but so dark was the night that some god must
have brought us in, for there was nothing whatever to be seen. A
thiek mist hung all round our slips; e moon was hidden beliind o
mass of clouds 5o that oo one could have scen the island i he had
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looked for it, nor wers there any breakers o tell us we were close
in shore before we found eursehes upon the land fself. When, how-
ever, we had beaclied the thips, we took down the salls, went ashone
and campes upan the beach till daybreak.

“When the child of moming, rosy-hngered Dawn, sppeared, we
sdmired the island and wandered all over it, while the nymphs, Zous'

rocsed the wild goats that we might get some meat for
ous dinner. On this we fetchod our spears and bows and arows from
the ships, and dividing curclves into three bands began to sheot
the goats. Heaven sent us excellent sport; 1 bad twelve ships with
me; and each thip gt nine goats, while my own ship had ten: thus
thaough the livelong day to the going down of the sun we ate and
deank our Gll, and we had plenty of wine left, for each one of us had
taken many jars full when we smchked the city of the Cicones, and
this had not yet run out. While we were feasting we kept taming
our epes towards the land of the Cyelopes, which was hard by, and
saw the smoke of their stubble fires, We could almost Fancy we heard
their voices and the bleating of their sheep and goats, but when the
sun went down and it came on dark, we camped down upon the
beach, and next moming 1 called a council,

* ‘Susy hese, my brave fellows,” said T, ‘all the rest of you, while
1 go with my ship and explore these poople myself. | want to see if
they are uncivilized savages, or a bospitable and bumane race.”

“I wene oa board, bidding my men to do w0 alu sad Lo the
hawiers; o they tock their places and mmote the gray sea with their
m“hnwwhlhhnd.uhidtmnulu,ﬁm.mlhfu
of a cliff near the sea, we ww a great cave overhung with lsurols. Tt
was a station For 8 geeat many sheep and goats, and eutside thene
was a large yard, with n high wall round it made of stones built into
the ground and of trees both pine and oak. This was the abocde of 2
husge monster who was then awsy from home shepherding his flocks,
He would have nothing to da with other people, but led the life of
&0 outlsw, He was s horrid creature, pot like o buman being at all,
tuat resembling rather some crag that stands out boldly against the
sky on the top of @ high mountain,
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