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Chapter d
The Covenant Nation Is Organized

Exodus
PurrosE
The purpose of Exodus, as we have seen, is (o present the slory of the
crpzniration of [srael as the covenant mation. We have taken note of
ihe first step in that process, Now, in the second part of the boolk, we
cormee 10 the formal procedure by which [srael becomed the theocratic

mafion,

ANALYRIS
Gods Covenant twath farael

Cecad has Brought Tsenel out of Egypt and dewn the Sinal Peninsula o
Mount Snai. Here it was that He had called Moses, Here He had
promiiaed Moses, "When thou hast brought forth the peaple aut of Egypt,
ye shall serve God wpan this mountain” (Ex. 3:12). Here the covernant
wat to be made.

The purpose of the covenant is made plain in Exodus 19:5, 6a: "Now
therefare, if ve will obey my woice indeed, and keep my covenant, then
¥e shall be mine own possession from among all peoples: for all the
earih is mine : amnl ye shall be unto me a kingdom of pricsts, and a holy
ration.” [t is by means of this covenant that Israel is organized into 2
ration, But she was not an ordinary nation.  [sracl was 1o be a God-
centered mation. She would be a theoeracy, a nation ruled by God,

The covennnt in bere prescntod as being voluntary, That is, Jsragl
tin chooge to enter the covenant or nod to enfer it. And the means
of entoring is obedience, [n this a covenant of works? Not at all,
Hemember that this eovenant is made after the exodus from Egvpt.
And that exodus in the symbal and type of redemption, Tt is as o re-
deemad people that Tsrael becomes the covenant nation. The chedience
required from Tamel fn that obedience to the redeeming God which
always follows His redesming work.

There s a purpose behind this demand for obedience. It stresses
the fact that the mation sbout 1o be organized js distinct from other
rations. [t is a theocracy. It is not man, but God, who makes the laws
of lszael. Therefore, it is not men bt God who rules. In Tsrael there can
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be mo distinction between church and staie. They are identical. Thrr
have the mame head. The God whom they wornhip i the ruler.
God who rules them is the object of their worship.

The Low of God

This close union of religion and government is found even in the Ten
Commandments. The commandments are broad principles. They are
applicable far beyond the borders of Israel. They are the sum of God's
requirements for all of mankind. But notice how they begin, “I am
Jehovah thy God who brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the
house of bondage” (Ex, 20:1). The call to chey these commandments
i% based upon what God has done for Tsracl

The Ten Commandments are for all men in every age. They are
ethical standards which flow from the very nature of God Himself,
When properly understood — as Jesus understood and explained themn—
they cover all of life and demand nothing less than perfect love and
perfect obedience to God.  They tell us how we are 1o worship God and
how we are lo treat cur fellow men. They are broad principles which
apply 10 2ll the situations of our lives.

Just because the commandments are broad and general, and just
Eecause the problems of lile are so practical and specific the command-
ments must be applisd to the various situations of life. As Christians,
we are responsible for doing that for ourselves, using all of God's Word
a8 our guide, and with the Holy Spirit as oor teacher. But in the
young theocratic nation, it wis necessary for God to apell out in detail
just how the commandments were to be applied to Tsrel's fife. So
God did not give Torael just the unchanpeable moral law; that is, the
commandments, the standard of right and wrong; He also pave the
civil law and the ceremonial law., The cvil biw containg God's rules
for Israel’s life. The ceremonial law contains God's rules for Tsrael's
worthip. But in Jsrael life and worthip were closely wunited
Therefore we often find the ceremonial and the civil laws presented
together, 'We make the distinction to aid our understanding. The Bible
simply presents the ordinances of God.

The Tabermacle

In the theocratic nation, it was necessary that the worship of God
should be central in all of life. In fact, if God had made the peaple
into a nation, and bad met given them their form of worship, they
would not have bocome a truly theccratic nation. The giving of the
instruction for building the tabernacle is closely commected with the
giving of the law, In the giving of the Iaw the God who redeemed His
people from bondage asserts His right 1o rule them, In the piving of
the tabernacle the God who is their ruler asserts His right to declare how
He shall be worshiped.

Exodus 41

The tabernacke lice at the center of all Old Testament worship. The
rermple was simply & permanent sanctumary, built on the pattern of the
nbernacle. We can get some idea of the purpose of the abernacle by
tie names that are given to it. It i called :

1. The dwelling place, to signify that here God dwells among His
people and is truly their God

2. The tent of meeting, to show thay here God meets with His
people and has fellowship with them.

X The tent of testimsony, because it testifies constantly to the coves
nznt which God had made with His people.

4. The holy place, because it is set apart {rom everything else by
vire of God's presence there.. It is 10 be viewed with reverent awe,
anil God's ordinances concerming it are o be scrupulouly obeyed.

The form of the abernacle, and the placing of the vanious artides of
furpiture, is indicated in the sketch below.
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The worship ritual in the tabernacle was performed by the priests.
God had promised to make [srael a kingdom of priests, but she had
not yet attained (o that position. The entice nation of Israel was not
yet sulficiently advanced spiritually to be allowed to enter the house
of God. Soa group of Israclites, taken from the tribe of Levi, were
1 represent their brethren and serve an priests,  They were given the
responsibelity of carrying out the ritual of worship on betall of their
fellow Tsraelites. They were mediators between God and man. This
was not their own idea.  They were chosen for this task by God
Inn this they were types of Christ, "the one medialor belween God aned
man.”
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