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THE WORKS OF GOD
VII

The Divine Decrees

1. Tha Divina Decrees In General. The docrea of God fa
eternal plan or purpose, in which He has foreordained all
that come to pass, Since it Includes many particulors, we

speak of the divine decrees In the pl
The Diecrees  thoogh in reality thers iz bat a single d
in General 1t eovers all the works of God In ereation

redemption, and slso embroces the actioes
men, not exeleding their sinful deeds. Bub whila &t d
the entrance of sin Into the world eertain, it does not make
Ged responsible for our sinful deeds, His decree with resp
to Bln.la & permissive decree

o, Charasteristics of the deeree, The decres of God in found:
ed {1 windem, Eph. 3:8.11, though we do not always undorstar
it It was formed in the depths of eternity, and is theref:
eternal in the strlctost sense of the word, Eph. 3:11. Mos

it is effectual, so that everything that is

of the Decree 46:10. The plan of Ged iz also unchamge

able, bocause He in faithful and troe, Job
23:18, 14; lsn, 48:10; Loke 22:22. It ls wncomditdomal, that b
its execution does not depend on any action of man but even
renders poch sction certaln, Acts 2:23; Eph. 2:8, Moreover, It
is all-tnclusive, embracing the good and the wicked actiona of
man, Eph, 2:10; Aels 2:23, contlngent evenis, Gen. 50:20, the
duration of man's life, Job 14:56; Pa. 30:4, and the place of his
habitation, Acta 1T:20. With respect to sin it o permissive,
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b Oibjectione to the doctrine of the decrees, Many do not be-
llevn in the dectrimg of the decroes, and raiss enpecially thres
cjectionn, (1) It ir fnconeintent swith the moral fréedem of maw,
ful tha Bibla clearly tenches not only that God has decreed

the fres nets of man, but alse that man is mone
(hjections to  the less fros amd responsible for his acts, Gen.
Dactrine of 50118, 20; Acts 2:23; J:3T-20. We may not be
Decrecs sbla to harmonize the two sliogether, but it s

evldent from Heripture that the one dom nol
cancel the ether. (2) Ft makes people slothful in geeking selve-
tion, Thay feel that, if God has determined whether they will ba
saved or not, it makes no differsnce what they may do. But this
i hardly esrrect, bocaung man doss not lnow what God has
decresd respacting him. Moreover, God han decread ot only Uhe
final destiny of man, but also the menns by which it will be real-
jzod, And secing that the end is decrood only as the result of
tho appalnted means, it emcoursges rather than discoursges
thoir uss, (3) [i makes God the author of win. Tt may be snid.
bowever, that the decrea merely makes God the author of free
morsl hoings, wha nre themselves the authors of sin. Sin is
made cortain by the decres, but God dees not Himsell produce
It by His direct sction. At the same time it must be admitted
that thy problem of God's relntien to ain remnine & mystory
which we cannot fully solve.

£, Predestination, Prodestination o the plan or purpsse of
God reapeeting Hix MﬂM'ﬁ It par—b
Predestination tains to men, bath good , to ange
N and devils, and to Cheist as the Mediator,
Predeatination includes two parts, namely, slection and repre-
bntien,

&, Election, The Bible spenks of electlon In mere than one
wenss, ns (1) the slection of Isrsel as the O1d Testament people
of God, Deat. 4:87; T:8-8; 10:16; How, 13:6; (2) the election of

personn to some special office or service, Deut. 18:5;
Election 1 Bam. 10:24; Pa, 78:70; and (3) the election of
individusls unts salvetion, Matt, £2:14; Rom. 11:6;
Eph. 1:4. The last is the election to which we refer in this con-
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mnection. It may he dofined an Godl's slernal purpore (o anuve
of the humon roce im and by Jeaua Chrisl.

b, Reprobaiion, The doctrine of elesilon naturally impll
that God did mot intend to save all If He purposed to sa
samn, He naturally nlss purpnu] not Lo snve othors, This
also in harmony with the teschings of Beripture, Matt, 11:2

26; Rom, 0:13, 17, 18, 21, 28; 10:7, 8; 11
Reprobation  2:9; Jude 4. Reprobation may be defllned =

frad'n elernal purpess fo paes dome mem b
with the eperafion of IHie apecdal proce, amd fo punish them fi
their sim, It really smbodicn & twolold purpose therefore: (1
ta pare some by in the beatowal of snwing grace; and (2)
punish them fer their sins.

It is sometimes sald that the dectrine of predestimation
poses God to the charpe of injestice. Buot this is hardly ex
Wa couldd speak of Injustice enly if man had
& claim on God, and God owed man cterna
malvation, But the situation is entirely difs
ferent If all men have forfeiied the blessin
of God, as they have. Mo one has the right o eall God fo
sccount fer electing some and rejecting others. Ho would hawe
been perfoctly just, if He had not saved any, Matt. 20:14, 16;
Ram, B:14, 15

Objection to
Predestination

Te memorize. Passages parlaining fo:
. God'e deersz in general:

Eph. 1:11. "In whom alsp we were made » berlfiage, having
been foreardained sccording ta the purpose of Him wha worketh
all things after the counsal of His will.” 1

Pa. 23:11, "The counsel of Johevah standeth fast forever,
the thoughts of His heart to all generations.”

Isn. 48:10. * Deelaring the end from the beginning, and from
ancient times things thet are not yet done; maying, My counssl
shall stand, and I will do all my plessure,”
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b Predestimation:
Eph. 1:11, ef. above under a.

Pa 217, “I will tell of the decree: Jehowvah said unte me,
Thau art my Son; this day kave T begotten Thee™

Eph. 1:4, 5. “Evcn 2 He chose us in Him before the foun-
dation of the world, that we should be holy and without blemish
kefore Him In bowe, having forecrdaimed us wnio adoption as
wons through Jesas Christ onto Himaelf, according to the good
plemnure of s will'™

Rom, 11:5. “Evon go them ot this preseni timo also thero is
s remnant aceording to the election of grace”

Rom, 9:13, “Even as it ls written, Jeeob [ laved, bul Eaan |
hated.™

Hom, B:18, "So them He hath merey on whom He will, and
whom He will He hardensth.”

Far Farther Study:
5. In forcknowledgn the same as foreordination or predestina-
tioa? Acts 2:23; Rom, B:20; 11:2; I Pet. 1:2.

k. Hew doea e Blble indicate that Chrint was alio an objoct

of prodestinetion? Pa, 2:7; Isa. 42:1; I Pet, 1:80; 2:4. In
what pemse in this to bo undarstood ?

. What indieatbons lave we that the angels wore also objecty
af prodestinntionT I Tim. 6:21. How shoald we concelve of
Lhds?

Cuestions for Review
1. Whai i the divine decres?
2, Why de wae semébimen spaak of 'decrecs’ in the pleral?
3, Whal are the charscteriatica of the decresf
W What de the mature of Gad's decvee reapesting oluf

b What objectione gre rofaed apoinsl the docteiie af the
dearaeal
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