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Savonarola

John Wyclifie was an Englishman, John Huss 3
Bobemian, snd Jemome Savonarals, another of
the forerunoers of the Reformatwn, was an
Itablap. Bur whereas Wycliffe and Huss were
mmvelved in armcking the unbablical teachings
of the Roman Catholic Church, Savonnrols was
not a doctrinal reformer. He was 3 man who
atmcked the evil Hves and immoral habies of
many of his feliow-countrymen. God had used
the writings of Augustine of Hippo 10 open his
cyes to the moral spostasy in the Church. Being
a man of influcnce through his pesition and
intellcctunl qualites; be began to think about
the necessity of refarmanion,

Borm in the Itmban ary of Forrarm in 1452,
Savonerela even & a boy was intensely serious-
minded. For a ame he lived in 2 Dominican
monastery, and at the age of 18 he went to the
city of Florence, a cenire of science and art but
shrouded in spimtual darkness nod ignosanoe.
Here be began o preach and lectare, but his
voice wis harsh and uamusical end few - gave
beed o him. Surprisingly, however, it was not
long before be betame a eelebrated arator, and
vast crewids gathered to hear his denunciations
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of the corruption prevalent among clergy and
Inity olike, Darge crowds filled the majeitic
cathedmal of the ciy, pever dnng of heanng
sbout repentance from sin, which Savonsrol
urged with glowing carnesmess. The effect wa
marvellous, Many a hardened sinper was srowcd
and led o conversion from an evil hife. Florencs:
became the centre of a great revival, even thaugh
the teschings of Romanizm soil held sway, and
the reformer became for a time the idol 'of the
people of the ciry. His influence seemed an-
hounded.

In those days Florenoe was under the male of
the Howe of Medicl, snd more particulurly
under the rule of Lorenze de Medici whe feared
1the incressing power of the bold prescher. I was
under Lorenzo, called the Magnificent, that a
new movement kmown to scholsrs sz The
Renaissance was fourishmg. It wos a new birth
of art, literature and philosophy, aad Florence
was ity grear culmural ommtre. An interest in
pncient Greek literature began to show itssif, for
in 1453 the Otoman Turks had capiurcd
Constantinopls, and scholars fled westwards
12king valuable manuscripts with them, B the
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Rensissance was pagan rather than Christian ag
this time, and the Medic family had no sym-
pathy with the teschings and high mocals of
Swvonarcls, For o time Lorenso showed the
sefoemeer favours and gave ham valuable presents,
pembly boping to wlence hus preaching. Hut in
nmin. When Lorenzo was 44 years of age he fell
& [-I.-.12|:|n1::_ that his end was near, he sent for
Sronarola, but when the Jatter found thax he
ad no ipchinptaon Lo repent of his sins; he refused
km the blessang which it was his custom o
gant 1o the dying,

Lorenzo was sucoceded by his soa, but the
people ousted him and Savonarcly was unani-
mowsly chosen as ruler of Floreoce. He scoepred
the honour thinking it wouold render his work of
refarm easier; but in this he was mistaken. For
thize years Savonarola governed Florence and
ke certainly gave it pood government. But many
people began w resent the stricmess of the new
ruler, Ax Savonarola intended the city 1© become
the model ofa Christan commonwealth in which
(o was the Ruoler and his gospel the sovereign
I, the hannrs of vice were aboliched, gumbimg
wi outlawed, vanities of deesa both mnle and
female’ were to be restrained, and godly lving
wi o be promoted. Cards, dice, costumes wed
10 @rnavals, and licentious books and pii:‘rurm
were to be destroyed inoa “bonfire of vomitics’,
The men who Joved these things, however, soon
began 1o create an opposition and 0 stir up the
people against their ruler. Rather foolishly,
Sevonarols claimed o have the gift of prophecy
and he acoually predicted thet certam things
would happen. But his prophecies. faled and
even his supporters began to mistrust him. In
consequence his influence waned

At the same dme the Pope, 3 man of notor-
woealy evil life named Alexander Borgis—he was
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the sixth of the papal Alevanders—iook the lead
in attacking the reformer of Florence, He wos 2
Spaniard and opne of the most wicked men who
EVeT wl.'l.l.r::.i ‘the thrmone of Peter®. When he
becaime f’cg'«:. he had Ave chuldren and it was

his mm to usc his power o promote thor
1¢n1]1c||.—.|! welfare, It hat been said that Thow the
pope would procced, in regard 1o martages,
endowments, and the advance of b children,
became a question affecting the politics of all
Europe’. He held no moral principles ther would
have obstructed his aims. He wan completely
unscrupulous, end was quite willing o engage
in muarder and the use of palson if his schemes
oould thereby be helped forward.

Fint of all Alexander V1 iried bribery with
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Ssvsidinds) foceraiiner of 1he

Roefimmston
by Fra Harto
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Savonarola. He offered 1o make him a ¢ardinal,
Cardinaly rank pext to the Pope s the highest
dignitarics m the Roman Catholic Church, The
Pope 1 choscn by them and from their oumber,
Savomarola, however, rejocred the glimering
prize, saving, 'l do not deure any other crows
than the cown of a masyr’,

The Pope therefore uwied other ety o
belitthe the power of the reformer. The monks
were persuaded to spoak agaima him and to
undermine his suthority, and then the Pope
excommunscated and imprisoned him. The
citizens who had formerly scclaimed him now
allowed him to be tortured in order to makie him
recant his teaching, and finally they joined I
the crics of coodemmation. But Savenaroly
remained unmoved. He could not be shaken m
his convictions, and when the paina caused by the
ortures of the Inquisation became unbearable,
hia lipe utrered in anguish, ‘It is enough, Loed,
mow ke my soul’.

In May, 1498 the reformer wan put to death
by borning. Great crowds had gathered o the
ceniral squsre of the city of Florence. With teo
of his friends e was led 1o the stake. Like Huss,
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he was stripped of his poestly robes in pablic
while the crowd yvelled, ™Mow prophet, show thy
power and work a miracke”. But Savonarola ket
sifll. Had not his Saviesir endured the same
mockery and rejection # A bishop of the church
pow appreached him, and 4aid in faktering tones,
‘I separate thee from the church omlitant and
trrumphant’, *Miliant, a0t tnumphbani’, said
the reformer, for vou have no power to separitc
me from the chiich trlumphant to which [ go',
And =0 Savonarala dicd, at the age of 45. Somc
few, from the envivinoiis crowd prosent, pressed
forward 1o collect, if posable, some relic of the
martyr, bl the gusrds resried them sod crmied
oot the instroctions of those 1a authority, tha
the remaina of the victim (thoee had been put
1o death) were to be borne away in carts aod gt
mio the fiver Ao whkh Howed through the

<y,

Luther regarded Savosarols as a proncer af
the Reformation, but it s clear that his wark was
largely confined to the reform of public marals,
Ir had o link with the reform of doctrine which
began, though not in Ttaly, about teenty yean
after his desth,
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