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anything but tremble and be afraid and how can it avoid
turning away from the God whom it dreads? But faith
ought to seek God, not turn away from him. It is obvious,
therefore, that we have not yet found a complete definition
of faith, because it is impossible to name every sori of
knowledge of the divine will. So for “will’, often the mes-
senger of bad news and the herald of fear, let us substitute
the kindness or mercy of God. In this way we shall undoub-
tedly be coming nearer to the nature of faith.

We are drawn to seck God when we are told that our
safety is treasured up in him; we are confirmed in this when
he declares that he takes a deep interest in our welfare. We
need his gracious promise that he is a propitious Father,
since there is no other way in which we can approach him.
S0 mercy and truth are closely linked in the Psalms, It
would be useless to know that God is true, if he did not Jov-
ingly draw us 1o himself. We could not lay hold of his

mercy, il he did not offer it.

I speak of your faithfulness and salvation. I do not con-
ceal your love and your truth from the great assembly,
Do not withhold your merey from me., O Lord; may your
love and your truth always protect me (Ps, 40:10-11.

oo It would be presumptuous to believe that God was
well-disposed towards vs, if we did not have his assurance
and clear invitation, Christ is the only pledge of love, for
without him, everything speaks of hatred and anger.

Since the knowledge of diving goodness cannot be of
much imporance unless it leads us to trust in it, we must not
allow knowledge to be mingled with douls. But the human
mind, when blind and dark, is unable to rise to a true know-
ledge of the divine will. Nor can the heart, vacillating in
constant doubt, rest secure in such knowledge. So, inorder
that the Word of God may be given full credit, the mind
must be enlightened and the heart strengthened from some
other direction. We shall have a complete definition of faith

mind, o it cannot be ha

Faith and Repentance
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we say that it isa firm and sure knowledge of God's favour
wards us, based on the truth of a free promise in Christ,
aled to our minds and sealed on our hearts by the Holy

. Mow [ want to go over the different parts of our defini-
n one by onc, so that no doubts can remain. By know-
. wi do not mean the sort of understanding we have
rough our human senses. This knowledge is far superior:
¢ human mind has to go out of and beyond itself 1o reach
"Even when it has reached it. it does not comprehend
hat it feels, but understands more from persuasion than it
gould discern by its own ability... Paul says that "as long as
e are at home in the body we are away from the Lord. Wi
we by faith, not by sight” (2 Cor. 5:6-T) showing that what
e understand by faith is distant from us and out of view, 5o
e conclude that the knowledge of faith consists more in
grtainty than discernment.

5. We must add that faith is sure and certain, so that we
gan convey an impression of its strength and unchanging
@ture. As faith is not happy with a doubting, changing
with obscure and vague ideas.
It calls for a certainty which is complete and decisive, only
1o be cxpected in matters which are sure and proven. Un-
belief is so deeply rooted in our hearts that while
eryone confesses with their lips that God is faithful, no
e ever believes it without a tremendous struggle. Par-
ticularly when we are brought to the test, we betray our
unbelief by wavering. With good reason, the Holy Spirit
ars clear testimony to the authority of Ged, so that it
y deal with this problem and make us really believe the
ine promises: “And the words of the Lord are flawless,
silver refined in a furnace of clay, punfied seven
o - )

Whenever God commends his Word, he is indirectly re-
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buking our unbelief, because he says it to remove all false
doubits from our heants. So many people have a pleture of
divine mercy which gives them very little comfort. They are
haunted by terrible anxiety as they doubt whether God will
forgive them. They imagine that they have grasped the
truth about his mercy, but they put such narrow limitations
om it. They have the idea that this mercy is great and ov
flowing. They believe it has been given to many and is avail-
able to all. But they cannot be sure whether it will reach
them personally, or rather, whether they can reach it, §
their knowledge stops short and leaves them in mid-air. Fi
from being strong and peaceful in mind, they are weighed
down with doubt and apprehension. How different is the
feeling of full assurance which the Scriptures attach to faith
—an assurance which leaves us in no doubt that God's good
ness is clearly offered to us. We cannot have this assurange
without being aware of its sweetness, and expenencing itir
our hearts, So the apostle deduces that confidence follows
faith, and boldness follows confidence. His words are ‘I
him and through faith in him we may approach God wit
freedom and confidence’ (Eph. 3:12). This underlines the
fact that our faith is not real unless it enables us to stand
calmly in the presence of God. Such boldness can onl
spring from confidence in God's favour and salvation. Thi
is o true that the term faith is often used as a synonym £
confidence, 1

16, The main hinge on which faith turns is this; we must ng
imagine that the Lord's promises are true objectively b
notin our cxperience. We must make them ours by embra
ing them in our hearts. Only then will confidence ( refer
to as peace in Romans 5:1) spring to life. This is the as
ance which quietens and soothes the conscience b
God's judgment. Without it, it is plagued and torn
with overwhelming fear (unless it takes & momentary naf
forgetting God and itself). And it really is momentary bl
can never enjoy oblivion for long, because the memory
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God's judgment constantly recurs and cuts to the quick, A
true believer is one who is firmly convinced that he is TECOn-
ciled to God, his loving heavenly Father. He looks to him
for everything and trusis his promises, claiming salvation
with unwavering confidence, The apostle comments: ‘We
have come to share in Christ if we hold firmly till the end the
confidence we had at first” (Heb, 3:14). In other words, you
can’t have strong faith in the Lord unless you are gloriously
confident of being an heir to the heavenly kingdom, No
man is a believer unless, sure in the certainty of his salva-

tion, he triumphs bravely over the devil and death, So Paul
exclaims:

For | am convinced that neither death nor life, neither
angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future,
norany powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything
else in all ereation, will be able to separate us from the

I;‘J;v;c of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord {Rom. 8:38-

In the same way, Paul does not think that the eyes of our
understanding are open, unless we know the hope of the et-
L-rna! inheritance to which we are called (Eph. 1:18). He
consistently suggests throughout his letters that God's

Eoodness is not really understood when the fruit of assur-
ince does not result,

17. T am sure some will say that this is very different from
the experience of many believers, They recognise God's
brace towiards them, but often feel anxious and sometimes
even tremble with fear, so strong are the temptations
which attack the mind. This hardly seems consistent with
the certainty of faith, and we must try to resolve the di-
cmmii. When we say that faith must be certain and sec-
:-FFL'. we don‘_t mean that assurance is never touched by
"oubt or anxiety. Indeed, we know that believers have a
“onstant struggle with doubt, and are very aware that con-
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science does not always enjoy peace and quict, unafle
by turmail. On the other hand, whatever the means o
tack, there is no excuse for falling away from faith
throwing up the sure hope which in God's mercy
have received. Scripture does not give us a betier exa
of faith than David, especially if we look at the e
tency of his life. But it is obvious from his writings th
mind was often far from being at peace. When he rel
his turbulent soul, he is condemning himself for up
‘Why are you downcast, O my soul? Why so d
within me? Put your hope in God' (Ps. 42:5). His
a sign of distrust, as if he thought that the Lord
him. Again he confesses: ‘In mv alarm [ said, =
off from your sight!™ (Ps. 31:22) ...

18, To make all this clearer, we must o back ta 1',|-|¢ i
tion between flesh and spirit, to which we have alre
ferred, and which is specially relevant here, The be
finds two principles within: the one fills him with delj
he recognises God's goodness; the other fills him with
as he realises his fallen state. The one leads him &
the promise of the Gospel; the other alarms him, ¢o
him of sin. The one makes him rejoice with the ha
ernal life; the other makes him tremble with
death. This contradiction is because of an impe
since we will never in this life be completely free o
and totally filled with faith. So these confli

MNatural doubts attack spiritual faith. But if cen
mingled with doubt in the believers mind, do
conclude that faith is not sure and clear, but of
confused, when it comes to understanding God
us? Mot at all. Although we are disturbed and co
distrusl, we are not thrown into an abyss, Tho

shaken, we are not driven away. The invariable 1&
that, in the long run, faith surmounts the difficultie

threaten it.
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19. Itreally all comes to this: when we have an atom of faith
in our h1:21rhi._'wc cansee God's fnce, gentle, serene and ap-
proving. He is far away of course, but we can discern him
glearly cnough to know thai there is no illusion. As we 2
on with God (and it ought to be steady progress) we geta
closer and clearer view, which becomes more and more
familiar as time goes by, A mind illumined with the know-
ledge of God finds that ignorance gradually disappears,
Fortunately incomplete awareness of him does not keep us
from a clear grasp of his love for us. This is the most im por-
tant ingredient of faith. It is like someone shut upin prison,
who gets rays of sunshine through a narrow window,
though he can't see the sun itself. He has no doubt about
the source of light and benefits from it. So believers, ham-
pered by the restrictions of an earthly body and surrounded
with much that is obscure, are illumined by any light which
reaches them from God. It proves his love and makes them
feel safe,

[20-43]

Chaprer 3

Regeneration by faith. Repentance.

:l-'lawhlt-ha ve been discussing how faith possesses Chirist and
*om JIA us 10 enjoy his blessings. The subject would be in-
s Plete if we did not show what can result from this, The
’::;IIRc of the Gospel is about repentance and forgiveness
u:'.l If thcjc are {:m_iltm.‘r_. amy diseussion about faith will
I-mc:n. Since Christ gives us free reconciliation and
un-l.;;- of life fx-_rh:-:h We prasp by Taith) it would be helpful

il both, The shortest Jump is from faith 1o repen-

i repentance is understood properly, it will be clear

of Jife i.,d.nlmw'ﬁ""'.i freely by faith alone, but true holiness
by is o -irw Hr«cn!:ml Repentance not only follows faith
Cduced by it. This is indisputable. Pardon and for-
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