Literature sample from Great Expectations

Chapter XXXIV

Aﬁ I HAD GROWN ACCUSTOMED

to my expectations, | had insens-

ibly begun o novice their effect
l:IPErI'l m'ys-tli'amj llll:m: arcuancl mee. Theeir inﬂuntuc QI my o |.'||u.|-
acter 1 disguised from my recognition ns much as’ possible, bue 1
knew very well that it was not all good, 1 lived in a state of chronic
uneasiness respecting my behaviour to Joe. My conscience was not
by any means comfortable about Biddy, When [ woke up in the
night—like Camilla=1 used 1o think, with a weariness on my spirits,
that T should Bave been happier and better if I had mever seem Miss
Havisham’s face, and had risen to manhood content w be partners
with Joe in the honest old forge. Many a time of an evening, when
I sat alone looking at the fire, | chought, after all, there was no hre
like the forge fire and the kKitchen five at home,

Yeu Estella was so inscparable from all my restlessness and disquiet
of mind, that 1 really fell into confusion as 1o the limits of my own
part in its production, That is 10 sy, supposing 1 had had no expec:
tatioms, and yet had had Estella to think of, I could not make out 1o
my zatisfaction that | shoald have done much better. Now, concermn-
ing the influence of my position on others, I was in no such difficuley,
and so 1 perceived—though dimly enough perhaps—that it was not
beneficial to anybody, and, abave all, that it was not benehcial to
Herbert. My lavish habits lerd his easy nature into expenses that he
could not afford, corrupted the simplicity of his life, and disturbed
his peace with anxieties and regrets. 1 was not at all remorseiul for
having unwittingly set those other branches of the Pocket family 1o
the poor arts they practised: because such littlenesses were their
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natural bent, and would have been evoked by anvbody else, if 1 had
left them slumbering, But Herbert's was a very different case, and
it often caused me a twinge to think that I had done hime evil service
in crowding his sparcly-furnished chambers with incongruous up-
holstery work, and placing the canary-breasted Avenger at his dis-
posal.

5o now, asan infallible way of making little ease great ease, I began
to contract 3 quantity of debt. I could hardly begin but Herbert
must begin oo, so he soon followed. At Startop’s suggestion, we put
ourselves down for election into a club called the Finches of the
Grove: the object of which institution I have never divined, if it
were not that the members should dine expensively once a fortnighe,
to quarrel among themselves as much as possible after dinner, and to
cause six waiters to get drunk on the stairs. I know that these gratify-
ing social ends were o invariably accomplished, that Herbere and 1
understood nothing else to be referred to in the Arst standing toast
of the society: which ran, “Gentlemen, may the present promotion
of good fecling ever reign predominant among the Finches of the
Grove,”

The Finches spent their money feolishly {the Hotel we dined ac
was in Covent ﬂarclr.-n'p, and the hrst Finch [ saw when 1 had the
honour of joining the Grove was Bentley Drummile: at that time
Aoundering about town in 3 cab of his own, and doing a great deal
of damage to the posts ar the street corners. Oecasionally, he shot
himsell out of his equipage head-foremast over the apron: and 1 saw
him on one occasion deliver himself at the door of the Grove in this
unintentional way—like coals. But here 1 anticipate a little, for [ was
not a Finch, and could not be, according to the sacred laws of the
society, until I came of age.

In my confidence in my own resources, [ would willingly have
taken Herbert's expenses on myself; but Herbert was proud, and [
could make no such proposal w him, So, he got into difficulties in
every direction, and continued o look about him. When we gradu-
ally fell ino keeping late hours and late company, I noticed that he
looked about him with a desponding eye ar breakfase-time; thay
he began to lock about him more hopefully about mid-day; chat he
drn-c-ped whes |1¢ CAImE ir.|1.-|:.| dinn:‘r; that |1.-|.- :-l.-cmed. Ece de:u.-rr {:.IP:“.‘.I.I.
in the distanee, rather |:|!-r:r1:|.'r after dinner; that he all but realised
Capital towards midnight; and that about two o'dock in the momn-
ing, he became so deeply despondent again as o ik of buying a
rifle and going to America, with a general purpose of compelling
buffaloes 1o make his forune,
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I was usually at Hammersmith about hall the week, and when 1
was at Hammersmith 1 haunted Richmond: whereof separately by-
amd-try, Herbert would often come to Hammersmith when [ was
there, and T think at those seasons his father would oocasionally have
some passing perception that the opening he was looking for had
ned appeared yel, But in the general tumbling up of the family, his
lltlllﬂillﬁ oul in life somewlwre was a I|!|.i.r|g oy transact jiself some-
how. In the meantime Mr. Pocket grew greyer, and iried ofiener 1o
lift himself out of his perplexities by the hair. While Mrs. Pocket
tripped up the family with her footstool, read her book of dignities,
lost her pocket-handkerchief, told ws abowt her grandpapa, and
taught the young idea how to shoot, by shooting it into bed when-
ever it attracied her notice,

As T am now generalising a period of my life with the object of
clearing my way before me, T can searcely do so better than by at
once completing the description of our wseal manners and customs
at Barnard's Inmn.

We spent as much money as we could, and got as linle for it as
people could make up their minds 1o give us. We were always more
of less miserable, and most of our acquaintance were in the same
condition. There was a gay hction among us that we were constantly
enjoying ourselves, and a skeleton truth that we never did. To the
best of my belief, our case was in the last aspect a rather common
one,

Every morning, with an air ever mew, Herbert went into the City
to look about him. I often paid him a visit in the dark back-reom in
which he consorted with an ink-jar, a hat-peg, a coal-box, a string-
b, am almanack, 2 desk and svool, and a ruler; and [ do not remem-
ber that T ever saw him do anything else but look about him, 1§ we
all did what we undertake tonilea, as f.Jiﬂ:l!I'u":r.:ﬂ Herbert did, we ||1i3]11.
live in a Republic of the Virtues, He had nothing else to do, poor
fellow, except at a certain hour of every afternoon ta “go to Lloyd's”
—in observance of a ceremony of sccing his princpal, I think. He
never did anything else in connexion with Lloyd's that I could find
out, except come back again. When he felt his case unusually serious,
ared that he positively must find an opening, be would go on "Change
at a busy time, and walk in and oui, in a kind of gloamy country
dance figure, among the assembled magnates. “For,” sy Herbert
to me, coming home to dinner on one of these special occasions, 1
find the truth o be, Handel, that an opening won't come to one,
but one must go 1o it=—=s50 1 have been.”

If we had been less avached to one another, 1 think we must have
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hated one another regularly every morning. 1 detested the chambers
beyond expression at that penod of repentance, and could not en-
dure the sight of the Avenger's livery: which had a more expensive
and a less remunerative appearance then, than at any other time in
the four-and-twenty howrs, As we gor more and more imo delba,
breaklase became a holbower and hollower form, and being on one
occasion at breakfast-time threatened (by letier) with legal proceed-
ings. "not unwholly unconnected,” as my Jocal paper might puc it
“with jewellery,” [ went so Bar as to seize the Avenger by his blue
callar and shake him off his feet—s0 that he was actually in the air,
like a booted Cupid—for presuming to suppaose that we wanted a rall.

At certain times—meaning at uncertain times, for they depended
on our humour—I would say vo Herbere, az if it were a remarkable
discmvery:

"My dear Herbert, we are getting on hadly.”

"My dear Handel,” Herbert would say vo me, in all sincerity, “if
you will believe me, those very words were on my lips, by a strange
coincidence.”

“Then, Herbert,” 1 would respond, “let us look into our affairs.”

We always derived profound sutisfaction from making an appoint-
ment for this purpose, [ always thought this was business, this was the
way to confront the thing, this was the way 1o take the foe by the
throat, And I know Herbsert thought so too,

We ordered something rather special for dinner, with a botle of
something similatly out of the common way, in onder that our minds
might be fortified for the occasion, and we might come well up to
the mark. Dinner over, we produced a bundle of pens, a copious
supply of ink, and a goodly show of writing and blotting paper. For
there was something very comfonable in having plenty of stationery.

I wouilld then take a slveer of apcr, ared write acrodss il |.'I.ll.l sl :il:.
i a neat hand, the J:c:l.-l.'li.ng. *“Memorandum of I’i.p'.': delsns;™ with
Barnard's Inn and the date very carefully added. Herbert would also
take a sheet of paper, and write across it with similar formalities,
“Memorandum of Herbert's debes,”

Each of vt would then refer to a confused heap of papers at his
aicle, which had been thrawn into drawers, worn inta holes 10 |1-n-r|'.-
eis, healf-bairng |'i;|.e;ht|'ng' r:rm“i-i:u 1r1:|r'ls. For weeks i1'|'h'| lhr Ind:l"ng-
glass, and otherwise damaged. The sound of our pens going refreshad
us exceedimgly, insomuch that T sometimes found it difficale wo dis-
tinguish between this edifying busines procecding and actually pay-
ing the money. In point of meritoriowns characier, the twoe things
seemed about equal,
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When we had written a linle while, | would ask Herbert how he
got oni Herbent probably would have been sctatching his head in a
most rueful manner at the sight of his accumulating fiigures.

“They are mounting up, Handel,” Herbert would say; “upon my
life they are mounting up.”

“Be firm, Herbert,” 1 would retort, plying my own pen with great
assiduiry. “Look the thing in the face. Look into your affairs, Stare
them out of counteranee.”

“S5c 1 would, HMandel, only they are staring me out of oounte-
nance,”™

However, my determined manner would have s effect, and Her-
Bert would fall to work again. After a time he would give up once
mare, on the |:||-E= that he had not got Cobbs's bill, or Lobbs's, or
Mohba's, as the case Tnighl: b

“Then, Herbert, estimate: estimate it in round numbers, and put
it down,”™

“What a fellow of resource you arel™ my friend would reply, with
admiration. “Really your business powers are very remarkable,”

I thought so too, 1 established with myself, on these occasions, the
reputation of a first-rate man of business—prompe, dedisive, energetic,
clear, cool-headed. When 1 had got all my responsibilities down upon
my list, I compared each with the bill, and ticked i off. My self-
approval when I ticked an eniry was quite a luxurions sensation.
When I had no more ticks 1o make, T folded all my bills up uni-
formly, docketed ewch on the back, and tied the whole into a sym-
metrical bumdbe, Then 1 did the same for Herbere (who modestly
said he had not my administrative gemius), and fele thae T had
brought his affairs intea foeos for him,

My business habits had one other bright feature, which 1 called
“leaving a Margin.” For example: supposing Herhert's debis 1o be
one hundred and sisey-four pounds four-and twopence, 1 would say,
“Leave a margin, and put them down at two hondred.” Or, suppos.
ing my awn to be four times as moch, 1 would leave a mangin, and
put them down at seven hundred. T had the highest opinion of the
wisdom of this same Margin, but I am bound 1o acknowledge thae,
on looking back, I deem it to have been an cxpensive device, For
we always ran into pew dele immediately, to the full extent of the
margin, and sometimes, in the sense of freedom and solvency it
imparted, got pretty far on into another margin.

Baut there was a calm, a rest, a virtuons hush, consequent on these
examinations of our affxirs, that gave me. for the time, an admirable
opinion of mysell. Scothed by my exertions, my method, and Her-
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bert’s compliments, T would sit with his symmetrical bundle amd my
own on the wable before me among the stationery, and feel like a
Bank of some sore, ratlier than a L ivate imdividual.

We shut our ouier door on these solemn oocasions in order that
we might not be interrupted, T had fallen into my serenc state one
evening, when we heard o letwer dropped through the sliv in the
gaid door, and fall on the ground. “Ivs for you, Handel," said Her-
bert, going out and coming back with i, “and I hope there is nothing
the matter.” This was in allusion to its heavy black seal and border,

The letter was signed Trease & Co., and its contents were simply,
that [ was an honowred sir, and thae they begged o inform me that
Mrs, J. Gargery had departed this life on Monday last ar twenty
minutes past six in the evening, and that my attendance was re-
quested at the mterment on Monday nexi at three o'clock in the
afternoon,
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Chapters 33 - 35

Identity

1. What is Pip’s impression of the accommodations at the
coach station?

Answer: He is not pleased, calling it a black hole and
thinking that the proprietor is “boiling down the horses” for the
stew. With Estella nearby, of course, he himself, was delighted.

2. Note again Pip’s infatuation with Estella. On what is his
passion based? Why does he find her so compelling and interest-
ing? What does he get from Estella that could be considered
good?

Answer: Pip’s infatuation is real enough. It is based on
physical appearance for the most part, but also on her psycho-
logical dominance that drives him to desire a bigger, more sophis-
ticated world.

Biddy merely accepts everything as it is. Her horizons are
fixed around what she already knows and with which she has
been reared. There is no desire to know any more or search out
the larger world.

3. Why does Pip accept without any challenge the taunts
and insults from Estella? Why does he not require her to deal
respectfully with him?

Answer: He thinks of himself as a poor boy from an inferior
background. He considers her to be wealthy and sophisticated.
He dares not to act with her as he should. He is not properly
leading her as a man should. He loves the fantasy that he has
constructed.

4. What is Pip’s feeling about Joe and Biddy?

Answer: His conscience bothers him about how poorly he
has treated Joe and Biddy. He wakes up at night and thinks of
how he had changed and how Estella has been the cause of his
rudeness.

5. What is the impasse that characterizes Pip?

Answer: Pip knows that Estella has been a bad influence in
his life and yet he is infatuated with her. At the same time, he
seems incapable of declaring his feeling and taking a manly role
with the woman. Instead, he continues to be tongue-tied and
submissive to her.
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6. How does Pip’s joining the Finches of the Grove club
illustrate his present state of mind?

Answer: The Finches club was a pointless and decadent
association. It revealed Pip’s frustration and foolishness. It was
a rich man’s farce meant for snobbish and idle boys.

7. What was the “gay fiction” that was held among Pip and his
friends?

Answer: He says the gay fiction was that they were always
having fun and enjoying themselves.

Individual and Society

1. Of what did the letter to Pip, signed at Trabb & Co.,
bring word?

Answer: The letter gave word of Mrs. Gargery’s death.
Joe’s wife, Pip’s sister, had died.

2. How did his sister’s death effect Pip?

Answer: It was the first death that he experienced. It
bothered him very much. He remembered her early help for him
and began to be more grateful. He also was renewed in his
resentment for her assailant, whom he thought to be Orlick.

3. Inthe conversations between Pip and Biddy what is clear
about the young woman’s feelings?

Answer: Biddy loves Pip and tries hard to say the right
things. He seems to be quite oblivious of her love and misunder-
stands her silence as well as many of her comments.

4. What is the irony in Pip’s admonishment of Biddy for her
not writing and for her attitude?

Answer: Pip is the one who had forgotten and abandoned
his people. He had the money and time to write and visit more.
He had been in his home town and failed to visit Joe. In a sense,
Pip was scolding himself.
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World View

1. Remember the title of the book. The author is describing
for us how great expectations are lost when man pursues the
groundless ways of his natural mind. A once promising boy, not
being wise enough to handle money, is fast becoming a useless
and compromised man. Dickens ably and accurately illustrates
man’s fallen nature in his portrayal of Pip. Characterized more
and more by unthankfulness and lack of direction, he goes against
even his own better judgment.

2. Pip says in chapter thirty-four that he spends too much
money and gets very little for it. He begins to run up debt. He
admits to being miserable most of the time. This is an apt de-
scription of man without Christ and without purpose. Even if a
man obtains all that he desires he cannot find peace and satisfac-
tion without spiritual foundation.

Vocabulary

reverberating - reechoing

ravenous - greedily hungry
invulnerable - incapable of injury
contiguous - adjacent

assented - consented

subtlety - craftiness

perplexity - bewilderment

infallible - dependable

obsequious - very submissive, respectful

reproach - blaming
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