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Literature sample from Great Expectations, CHC Reader’s Guide

Chapters 33 - 35

Identity
1.  What is Pip’s impression of the accommodations at the

coach station?
Answer:  He is not pleased, calling it a black hole and

thinking that the proprietor is “boiling down the horses” for the
stew.  With Estella nearby, of course, he himself, was delighted.

2.  Note again Pip’s infatuation with Estella.  On what is his
passion based?  Why does he find her so compelling and interest-
ing?  What does he get from Estella that could be considered
good?

Answer:  Pip’s infatuation is real enough.  It is based on
physical appearance for the most part, but also on her psycho-
logical dominance that drives him to desire a bigger, more sophis-
ticated world.

Biddy merely accepts everything as it is.  Her horizons are
fixed around what she already knows and with which she has
been reared.  There is no desire to know any more or search out
the larger world.

3.  Why does Pip accept without any challenge the taunts
and insults from Estella?  Why does he not require her to deal
respectfully with him?

Answer:  He thinks of himself as a poor boy from an inferior
background.  He considers her to be wealthy and sophisticated.
He dares not to act with her as he should.  He is not properly
leading her as a man should.  He loves the fantasy that he has
constructed.

4.  What is Pip’s feeling about Joe and Biddy?
Answer:  His conscience bothers him about how poorly he

has treated Joe and Biddy.  He wakes up at night and thinks of
how he had changed and how Estella has been the cause of his
rudeness.

5.  What is the impasse that characterizes Pip?
Answer:  Pip knows that Estella has been a bad influence in

his life and yet he is infatuated with her.  At the same time, he
seems incapable of declaring his feeling and taking a manly role
with the woman.  Instead, he continues to be tongue-tied and
submissive to her.
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6.  How does Pip’s joining the Finches of the Grove club
illustrate his present state of mind?

Answer:  The Finches club was a pointless and decadent
association.  It revealed Pip’s frustration and foolishness.  It was
a rich man’s farce meant for snobbish and idle boys.

7.  What was the “gay fiction” that was held among Pip and his
friends?

Answer:  He says the gay fiction was that they were always
having fun and enjoying themselves.

Individual and Society

1.  Of what did the letter to Pip, signed at Trabb & Co.,
bring word?

Answer:  The letter gave word of Mrs. Gargery’s death.
Joe’s wife, Pip’s sister, had died.

2.  How did his sister’s death effect Pip?
Answer:  It was the first death that he experienced.  It

bothered him very much.  He remembered her early help for him
and began to be more grateful.  He also was renewed in his
resentment for her assailant, whom he thought to be Orlick.

3.  In the conversations between Pip and Biddy what is clear
about the young woman’s feelings?

Answer:  Biddy loves Pip and tries hard to say the right
things.  He seems to be quite oblivious of her love and misunder-
stands her silence as well as many of her comments.

4.  What is the irony in Pip’s admonishment of Biddy for her
not writing and for her attitude?

Answer:  Pip is the one who had forgotten and abandoned
his people.  He had the money and time to write and visit more.
He had been in his home town and failed to visit Joe.  In a sense,
Pip was scolding himself.
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World View

1. Remember the title of the book.  The author is describing
for us how great expectations are lost when man pursues the
groundless ways of his natural mind.  A once promising boy, not
being wise enough to handle money, is fast becoming a useless
and compromised man.  Dickens ably and accurately illustrates
man’s fallen nature in his portrayal of Pip.  Characterized more
and more by unthankfulness and lack of direction, he goes against
even his own better judgment.

2.  Pip says in chapter thirty-four that he spends too much
money and gets very little for it.  He begins to run up debt.  He
admits to being miserable most of the time.  This is an apt de-
scription of man without Christ and without purpose.  Even if a
man obtains all that he desires he cannot find peace and satisfac-
tion without spiritual foundation.

Vocabulary

reverberating  -  reechoing

ravenous  -  greedily hungry

invulnerable  -  incapable of injury

contiguous  -  adjacent

assented  -  consented

subtlety  -  craftiness

perplexity  -  bewilderment

infallible  -  dependable

obsequious  -  very submissive, respectful

reproach  -  blaming
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